
Cecil Jones Academy, Eastern Avenue, Southend on Sea. Essex SS2 4BU

Week ending : 10th December 2021

Welcome to the latest edition of our weekly newsletter.

This week, we have seen the second instalment of our  

Creative and Performing Arts festive workshops. As a

teaching member of staff within the faculty, on Tuesday, I  

led a session for parents and students on designing and  

making festive baubles, using CAD and a laser cutter.

I would like to publicly thank the Creative and Performing  

Arts faculty for organising all these festive activities and to:

Mrs. McCusker for Christmas dancing, Mrs. Dudbridge for  

gingerbread making, Mrs. Hedges for making wreaths,

Mrs. Powell for making pop-up Christmas cards and to
Miss. Chapman and Mrs. Wardle for their festive Gonk  

workshop.

I would also like to thank all the parents and family  

members who came along with their child/children to  

participate in the workshops and for making our workshops  

such an enjoyable experience for us as a staff here at Cecil  

Jones Academy.

Next week, our festive activities continue.

On Tuesday, will be the judging of our Christmas Hamper  

competition and our whole school Christmas dinner,  

Thursday is our Christmas concert. Also on Thursday and  

Friday, we will be hosting our end of term rewards

assemblies. Please look out for next week’s souvenir edition
of ’Keeping up with the Joneses’ Newsletter, because it will  

contain the names of this term’s awards recipients.

Season’sGreetings,  

Mr. Micek,

Executive Headteacher

KEEPING UP WITH



Festive Workshops week 2:

Cecil Jones Academy’s Festive Workshop series is in full swing. Carrying on from the Merry Little Christmas Party and Ginger-
bread workshop, Mr Micek’s Christmas Ornaments and Mrs Hedges’ Wreath Making sleighed it!

Parents and students used 2D design to create their own holiday tree ornaments– each one able to carry a little sweet to  
hang on the tree ready for Christmas morning. The wreath making workshop used festive fabric to create a reusable wreath  
to really deck the halls!



Festive Workshops week 2 continued:

An exciting Thursday evening was held as parents and students took part in the last festive workshop. Gonks were an  
amazing hit, with lovely, bearded characters bouncing around the room . The pop-up cards workshop saw parents and  
students diligently sculpting paper into vibrant Christmas trees and baubles.



Christmas Jumper day:

On Friday 10th December, staff and students participated in the annual Christmas Jumper day to raise funds for GOSH, Little  

Havens Hospice and Fledglings. At break and lunchtime, Post 16 students also hosted a raffle, organised games and sold cakes  

with the aim of raising a target of £800. At the time of publishing this newsletter, the Cecil Jones Elves were still busy counting  

all of the money that had been raised. However, by the amount of jumpers being worn, raffle tickets and cakes being sold, it  

looks like Mr. Micek will next week be wearing a Christmas themed suit selected by the Sixth Form students.

Father Christmas even paid a visit to Cecil Jones Academy to make milkshakes.





Our Year 9 and 10 students have produced these excellent banners to show off their editing skills and celebrate  

Christmas.

Summer Caten-Pendred

SG

Alexander Gutteridge Ailara

Edonit Krasniqi

Alfred Mallindine



Our Year 9 students have produced these excellent banners to show off their editing skills as part of the Com-

puting lessions

JH



What is happening in the 6th form this week?

Sixth form applications:

Now that Yr11 students have completed the recent internal assessments and are eagerly awaiting to see how far they have pro-

gressed towards their target’s grades in each of their subjects, it is time to focus on the Sixth Form Application.

Students in Yr11 have been invited to use the sixth form study area as a place to study during lunchtime and even network with our

current students. It is a great opportunity for them to gain an insight into what to expect when they are part of this group. They can

ask questions or just get to know the current Yr12s as they will be working closely with them next year.

Cecil Jones Academy 6th Form recruiting now for 2022:

Applicants will need to select three subjects from the option blocks shown below.

Subjects that are in the same block are timetabled at the same time so cannot be taken together.

Entry Requirements

Subject Specific Requirements

The key dates for the 2022 admissions process are:

Application forms can be found on the Cecil Jones Academy website: https://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/welcome/

Block A Block B Block C Block D

Computer Science

EnglishLiterature  

Geography

Mathematics  

Sport (BTEC)

Art

Biology  

Business  

Drama  

History

Economics

Photography  

Physics  

Sociology  

Spanish

Chemistry  

Finance

Politics

Psychology

3 A Levels
FIVE GCSE Grades 9 – 4

Including English and Mathematics

3 A Levels with an AS Level

(AS carried forward to full A Level if successful)
Grades 9 – 7 in all GCSE subjects

A Level Mathematics Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics

A Level Biology or Chemistry TWO Grade 6s in Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Combined Science

A Level Physics
TWO Grade 6s in Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Combined Science AND

Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics

Friday 21st January 2022
Deadline for returning application forms

Ensure you are aware of the course requirements.

February 2022 Interviews of internalapplicants

March 2022 Interviews of external applicants

May 2022 Offer letters issued

Tuesday 28th July &  

Wednesday 29th July 2022
Sixth Form Induction Days. Please ensure you are available to attend both days

Thursday 18th August2022
Final Interview & Confirmation of place. External applicants will need to bring their results  

with them.

http://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/welcome/


Student reading recommendation:

Amari and the Night Brothers

B.B. Alston

This book is about a girl whose brother is missing and she has to find help to rescue him. I  

like this book because it is full of exciting adventures.

Accelerated Reader Champions

Accelerated Reader Year Group  

Totals so far...

Year 7 have read -

16,182,881

Year 8 have read -

10,780,726

Book Reviews

Do you have a favourite book?

Write a review of your favourite  

book or any book you have enjoyed  

and have it published here.

Book of the Week

Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka  

has always wondered about where she is from. She  

tries to ignore the strange whispers and looks from  

the villagers, wishing she was as strong on the inside  

as she is on the outside. But, when she has to flee  

her house, looking for answers about who she really  

is, a journey far beyond one that she ever imagined  

begins: from icy rivers to smouldering mountains  

meeting an ever-growing herd of extraordinary  

friends along the way.



KS3 ‘Wonderdome’ Indoor Planetarium experience:

On Friday 3rd December, six groups of students from Years 7 to 9 who were identified for their excellent

behaviour by teachers, Achievement Team Leaders and member of the Year Care Team were given the oppor-

tunity to experience an inflatable indoor planetarium as part of a rewards event. The gentleman overseeing the  

experience was extremely impressed by all our students’ conduct and how polite they were throughout the  

session.

Charlotte-Grace Crockford said, “It was really cool going inside the dome to learn about space.”

Lily-Mae Baxter said, “It was really fun to learn about space in a differentway.”

Finley Holland said, “I really liked the way you could space all around and all of the planets.”  

Sonny Hambleton said, “I really liked learning about space in a unique way.

JR, said, “Thank you Miss Ferris for organising such an enjoyable activity for us to have in school. It was brilliant!”  

Well done to everyone who participated in the experience for making the event so rewarding.



Cecil Jones Students attend a grand opening ceremony:

On Saturday 4th December the students of Cecil Jones Academy were invited to attend the grand opening of the  
new state of the art Padel Tennis facilities at Garon Park. Cecil Jones is proud to have worked alongside Padel 4 All  
during the planning application process and students and parents were invited along to try their hand at an
emerging sport that has been sweeping across Europe.

The day was hosted by Padel 4 All who are the UK’s largest Padel Tennis provider. Attendees were treated to some  
one to one tuition followed by a student/parent doubles tournament. The event was a great success and the first  
step in what promises to be a flourishing partnership between the Academy and the centre.

Well done to all involved and to Mr. Compton for organising the school trip.

You can find details on how to hire a court on the below link and there is free padel hire and discounted court time  
until the new year!

https://play.padel4all.com/garon-park/book



Amazing practical work from our Year 9s!

This term, a group of Year 9 students have been designing and making a mobile phone stand.

The students had to first make their prototypes in card, then transfer their designs on to pine  
and cut the shapes out using a selection of different hand and power tools.

Considering for many of our students, this was their first piece of practical work due to last year’s  
Covid 19 restrictions. Despite this, they managed to cope extremely well using the tools to cut  
and shape their various parts.

Holiday fun sessions are available this winter.

Schoolchildren aged 5 to 15 years can enjoy free Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) with selected providers in Southend-on-

Sea.

Children who receive benefit related free school meals, are eligible to take part in the programme.

Postcards have been handed out to eligible children at school. This contains a unique code which parents can use to book

their children on to a club that is running HAF sessions. These sessions will be running from 18 December 2021 to 3 January

2022.

All the information you need to know can be found at southend.gov.uk/activityclubs Please look at your chosen club infor-

mation for how to book. You can only book directly with your chosen provider.

If you think your child or young person is eligible, and you do not receive your postcard, please contact your child’s school or  

email the HAF team at haf@southend.gov.uk

mailto:haf@southend.gov.uk


Year 9 English—Dylan Marsden 9X5 A Dystopian Story:

It was a dark gloomy night. The clouds were miserable as always. The stars were shining and flashing in the

gloomy night. All that could be heard was the rage happening on the streets – people were rushing, hiding, and  

shouting.

My name’s Connor and I’m here to tell you what’s happening. People were getting taken from their beloved fami-

lies. If they saw you, they took you. If you were poor, you were a no one. Apparently, according to rumour, the  

poor were being used for experiments – testing subjects.

Well, I’m here to take them down and free everyone. I’m here so we can rebuild our magnificent city – because I

have a plan. I have a group of rebel fighters that I recruited to win this fight. We have everything. We have guns.

We have our base.

Bang! Bang! Bang! The sound of gunshots was all you could hear. We don’t know who’s winning because all  around 

us people are getting shot! Have you ever seen such recklessness? We were outnumbered. It was a suicide  mission. 

Everyone I knew was getting killed in an instant. We should fall back but it’s too late for that …

Finally, I surrendered. I am embarrassment to the fallen soldiers that sacrificed their lives for us to win. We lost the  

fight.

I’m the next test subject.

As part of a whole school drive with promoting reading, Cecil Jones’ staff have been sharing their favourite childhood  

books. A couple of examples can be seen below and look out for some of staff’s favourite books in our forthcoming news-

letters.



Careers provision at Cecil Jones Academy :

Every month make sure you read the Cecil Jones Academy IAG and careers bulletin on the website or Google

Classroom:

https://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/IAG-Careers-Bulletin-Dec-2021.pdf

http://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/IAG-Careers-Bulletin-Dec-2021.pdf

