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June Southend Spotlight  

Welcome to our  Community 

Newsletter 

A new service called 999 BSL 

has launched 

It enables users of British Sign Language (BSL) to contact 

police, fire, ambulance and coastguard services in an 

emergency.. For more information, visit: 

http://999bsl.co.uk   

 

New Visual Impairment 

Procedure 

A new force procedure to help safeguard vision 

impaired members of the community who need to 

confirm if a person at their door is a police officer has 

been launched this week, Monday 27 June. 

Use of the Visual Impairment Procedure (or VIP) is 
optional, but it adds a layer of security and assurance 
when visual identification of a police officer by their 
uniform or warrant card is impractical. 

The procedure works using a one-time memorable 

password, which is agreed between the caller and the 

contact handler at 101 or 999. 

The procedure can be used by anyone with a vision 

impairment, to any degree, or anyone who cares for or 

supports someone who is vision 

impaired. 

 

Some Stats...  

In the last 12 months Southend has seen some 

significant reductions in crime which affects our 

community: 

 52%  Reduction in ASB incidents 

 34%  Fewer Theft of pedal cycles 

 6% Reduction in Theft from person 

 29% Reduction in Commercial       
Burglary 

 23% Reduction in Business Robbery 

Community Policing Team  

Specially trained officers from the Community Policing Team, 

completed an operation in partnership with Moo Moo club 

rooms and the Street Pastors. Officers trained to detect tell 

tale signs that someone might be intent on committing 

offences, deployed into the club in plain clothes. Supported 

by Moo Moo security. Anyone identified as displaying these 

signs were taken into a side room where uniformed officers 

questioned them to establish their intentions. We also had 

uniformed officers in contact with the street pastors to en-

sure that anyone that might be vulnerable, were taken care 

of. This operation is designed to keep everyone enjoying our 

night time economy safe, and was initially set up in response 

to a national rise in drink spiking.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F999bsl.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2luTYNY78cWVdL0uADp1LqHOSny65FkH49-v95wdnAykCflHuOlvJFGV8&h=AT1oJSVirk1Hw-zv7voPb2qiwXdhB3k3I4xFoESs1FkgMTpnUmv_laP8ayR0BLgk4siBhfXNs3JmnsLu00E_YYlMivvgJojWfNQBhu_mWmzyljXblTAoU0HJ6fOq
https://www.essex.police.uk/police-forces/essex-police/areas/essex-police/au/about-us/equality-and-diversity/visual-impairment-procedure/


An insight into some of the 

good work this month… 

     A man has been charged with seven offences as 

part of an investigation into a 

series of assaults and sexual 

assaults reported to us in 

Southend. The incidents took 

place between 27 September 2021 and 20 March 2022 

in the Warrior Square and University Square areas of 

the city. Victims reported being assaulted and sexually 

assaulted by a man. A man was arrested in connection 

with our investigation at Gatwick Airport on 29 May. 

Prashant Ravishankar, 27, of no fixed address, has 

been charged with four counts of sexual assault and 

three counts of assault. He appeared at Southend 

Magistrates’ Court on Tuesday 31 May. 

No pleas were entered and he is due to appear at 

Basildon Crown Court at the end of June. 

     Seven people have been charged as part of a long-

running investigation into the supply of Class A drugs in 

Essex. Officers from the Op Raptor South team 

executed a number of warrants across south Essex on 

Wednesday 15 June and Thursday 16 June and a 

number of people were arrested on suspicion of drug 

offences. As part of the complex 

investigation officers have also 

seized more than £20,000 of what 

we believe to be Class A drugs. 

Three men, two women, a boy 

and a girl have now been charged as part of the 

operation. 

Nathan Muskitta, 22, of Boscombe Road, Southend, 

and Leon Frokku, 19, of Colne Drive, Shoebury, has 

been charged with two counts of being concerned in the 

supply of Class A drugs. The appeared in Southend 

Magistrates’ Court on Thursday 16 June. No pleas were 

entered and both will next appear at Basildon Crown 

Court on 14 July. 

Five others were also charged with two counts of being 

concerned in the supply of Class A drugs. 

They are: 

• McKinnon Chaviri, 21, of Wool Pack, Shoebury 

• A 16-year-old boy from Shoebury 

• Sherraldine Gallagher, 55, of Southchurch Road, 

Southend 

• Jessica Osman, 19, of Stanier Close, Southend 

• A 17-year-old girl from Bromley 

They appeared briefly at Southend Magistrates’ Court 

on Friday 17 June and will next appear for a pre-trial 

preparation hearing on 15 July. 

 

Focus on Energy Scams 

Scammers are sending text messages appearing 
to be from Ofgem offering rebates—THIS IS A 
SCAM. 

Scammers may sometimes contact you pretending 
to be from Ofgem. For example, a scammer might 
call saying they are from Ofgem, suggest you 
switch and then ask for your bank details. They 
might try to contact you by: 

• knocking at your door  

• phone call 

• social media 

• email 

• pop-up message on a website 

• instant message  

• text message.  
These are energy scams. Ofgem would never 
sell you energy, ask for personal information or 
come to your property.  

Report the scam to Action Fraud, the reporting 
centre for fraud and cyber-crime in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland.  

If you have given any of your personal information 
like your bank details, contact your bank 
immediately for help. 

 

 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/

