
Cecil Jones Academy, Eastern Avenue, Southend on Sea. Essex SS2 4BU

Week ending : 25th February 2022

Welcome to the latest edition of our weekly newsletter.

Firstly, congratulations to Ali Kamaly, Vlera Buja and Opeoluwa Adewole who  

are our first students at Cecil Jones Academy to receive their Platinum Badge  

and certificates for achieving more than 900 positive achievement points since  

the school joined the Loxford School Trust on 1st April 2019. This a remarkable

achievement and I look forward over the coming months to more students across key stage 4 also receiving this prestigious

award. Details of all awards winners for those students who we have consent to publish names can be found on our school

website.

Secondly, for parents/carers of students in Year 9 , Monday 28th February is our options fair. This is another opportunity for  

students and parents/carers to speak with teachers/subject leaders about all of the courses that we have on offer from  

September 2022, prior to the completion of the options process. The event will take place in our canteen area. Students will

be able to access the two locations from 3:10pm and parents from 3:30pm. The fair will finish at 4:30pm. A copy of the options  

booklet that was given out at the Year 9 Parents’ Evening, can be collected from Mrs. Wells, the Achievement Team Leader for  

Year 9. The deadline for the submission of options forms is Wednesday 16th March. While we will endeavour to accommodate  

students first choices, it is not always possible. It is therefore important that students take equal care and consideration when  

choosing their reserve choices.

Finally, next week students from years 11 and 13 will be starting their next round of internal assessments. Throughout the

fortnight, this will mean that some/all students will leave school after the normal finishing time, which will replicate the actual  

summer examination window. Details of when this will occur can be found on your child’s/children’s internal assessment  

timetable. A copy of these timetables can also be found on our school website on our examinations page, found under the  

Year 11 section. Once the assessments are over, this will allow staff and students to identify the final preparations needed in

the remaining 29 school days before the first written examination begins.

Mr. Micek, Executive Headteacher

KEEPING UP WITH

THE JONESES



This is a page from Muhammad Javaid's book in 8L on the development level of Brazil.

Alice Lind O'Mara has created this excellent homework  
for her Year 12 English Literature course.



Fun in Science:

Year 7 have been busy doing practicals in the new labs. Students have been testing chemical reactions and growing  

their own cress. They tested different amounts of water, warmth and oxygen and recorded the effects on

germination.

An excellent piece of descriptive writing  

from Kacie Anderson, writing about a storm



Lives before knives workshop:

Year groups 7-10 had the amazing opportunity to be spoken to by Paul about his personal experiences with drug

trafficking gangs and knife crime.

The session was informative and really made the students think about the consequences of their actions, as well as  

the risks in today’s society.

Students said:

Caitlyn Waters - " It was educational and graphic but delivered a good message."

Hayden Croucher - Roberts "It was inspiring to see how far he had come and how he has turned his life around."

Bartek Czarniak - "He explained his situation in an understandable way, I was shocked but it was full of  
good information."

Maizey Payne - "Good information, hard hitting."

Demi Muller - "Shocking, but made me consider what happened to somepeople."

Harrison Needs - "Really helped and made me think about everything he’s been through."



Cecil Jones’ Photography students ventured out on a school trip during the half-term to refine and experiment with more ad-
vance photography techniques during Southend’s LuminoCity 2022 event. Ms Powell introduced the group of 35 students to  

bokeh, light trails and focus bracketing to create some stunning experimental photographic responses. These responses range  
from documentary photography to the abstract!

A special thanks goes to John Hallett, Klaudie Muchova, Sophie Dresner, Vrisha Shah, Logan Herod-Dyball, Melissa Amfo,  
Maddi Clifford and Bex Creswick for their shots, which are included in this newsletter.

Light trails are produced by swiftly moving the camera in low-light. When executed in a controlled way, like in the examples  
on this page, lights become less about illuminating a subject and more about creating a pattern or spectacle in themselves.

By experimenting with how you move the camera– for example, rotating the lens, or a directional pull from left to right– you  
can create a range of different light patterns that take on a more abstract quality.



Year 12 BTEC Sport trip to St Mary’sUniversity:

On arrival, the pupils were given a quick tour of the campus itself; looking at different faculties, halls of residence buildings and

the student union onsite. This led to our first workshop for the day in one of St Mary’s four exercise physiology labs. These labs

are specifically set up to test an athlete’s performance or fitness levels and are used by current students, as well as, elite

athletes pre or post season, ranging from Olympians to professional rugby teams. After a crash course in the role of an exercise

physiologist, some of our pupils were put through their paces in some fitness tests on the state-of-the-art watt bikes whilst

being overseen by the rest of the group.

After lunch, the pupils were given a tour of the university’s multimillion-
pound sports facilities, including two sports halls, multi-purpose gym,
rehabilitation centre and the Olympic standard strength and conditioning  
gym. The tour led us to the cooking rooms for our pupils to complete their  
second workshop of the day, nutrition. They were able to make their own  
fruity flapjacks, washed down with smoothies and own-made isotonic
drinks whilst discussing the nutritional benefits these have on sports

performance.

The five hours round trip and early start having to be in  

school before 8am meant there were a few sleepy heads

on the way back. Overall, it was a great experience for our  

pupils and they were brilliant representatives of the  

academy.

Duke of Edinburgh

A parental information evening run by a Duke of Edinburgh representative was delivered to the DofE students and parents on  
Wednesday evening, to formally introduce the new participants to the program.

Parents and students were briefed on the various activities students can take part in, the expectations of the Award and  
shown the positive impacts completing the Duke of Edinburgh Award can have on student outcomes.

For more information on activity ideas please visit the Google Classroom page or visit: www.dofe.org/do/ideas/

http://www.dofe.org/do/ideas/


Cecil Jones Sixth Form….

We Connect the Dots to Your Future!

Enrichment Opportunities:

The University of Essex were back in school on Monday to deliver an invaluable enrichment session to Year 13 on applying for  

student finance.

Whilst in school, a stand was set up to enable all year groups to gain an insight into University and the opportunities available  

to them post 18.

The take up for this was impressive, including Year 7 students who were keen to understand their options when leaving 6th  

form.

Year 7 students wait patiently to speak to our coordinator from the University of  

Essex about their post 18 aspirations!

For more information please view https://www.essex.ac.uk/about

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login

Aspirations:

Each week the 6th Form team post enrichment opportunities onto Google Classroom to offer our  

students support, advice and guidance as well building skills to prepare them for higher education,  

the world of work and their aspirations.

One of our Year 12 who aspires to study medicine, recently took up one these opportunities and  

wanted to share his experience with you.

“Between 14th – 16th of February, I attended the University of East Anglia for a ‘Preparing for  

Medicine’ programme. I stayed in a hotel located within the campus. Throughout the day I

participated in different activities and lectures such as, lesson anatomy, how to effectively

communicate with patients and participating in differential diagnosis whereby we were given a  

patient’s symptoms and had to diagnose which illness they were being afflicted by.

I was made aware of this programme through Google Classroom and it has been majorly  

beneficial to me, as after participation on this programme I have been given a guaranteed

interview at Norwich medical school, a GP placement and I have been paired up with a current  

med student to act as my mentor, who will help me through the application process.

This programme has been a great opportunity for me, which I enjoyed greatly. I was able to talk to  

people with the same interest and passion as me. I am very glad I used this opportunity as it has

been invaluable”

Please continue to encourage students to check Google Classroom for more great aspirational  

opportunities.

http://www.essex.ac.uk/about
http://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login


Student reading recommendation:

A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony  

Snicket

I enjoy this books as they are interesting  

and the characters are good. Sometimes  

the stories can be a little bit depressing  

though.

Rhianna Gardner 9J

Accelerated Reader Champions

Accelerated Reader Year Group

Totals so far...

Year 7 have read -

25,871,442 words

Book Reviews

Do you have a favourite book?

Write a review of your favourite book or  

any book you have enjoyed and have it  

published here.

B o o k  of  the W e e k

T h e first b o o k in t h e bestsel l ing a n d mult i a wa r d - wi n n i n g S L A TE D   

tri logy.

Kyla's me mor y  has been erased,
her  persona l i ty  w i p e d b lank ,   

her memories  lost for ever.  
She's  b e e n Slated.
T h e  g o ve r n m e n t  c la ims s h e  w a s  a  terrorist ,  a n d  that  t h e y  are   

giving her a second chance - as long as she plays by their rules.  
B u t e c h o e s of t h e past w h i s p e r in Kyla 's m i n d . S o m e o n e is ly ing  
to  her,  a n d  noth ing  is a s  it s e e m s .  W h o  c a n  s h e  trust  in  her   
search  for  t h e truth?



Careers :

Do not forget to check out this month’s careers bulletin. This month’s edition has a special focus on

apprenticeships as next week is National Apprenticeship Week. To find out more information, or to be able to  

access the hyperlinks from these slides, please visit our careers page here. You will also be able to access the

archived bulletins, because these also contain a wide selection of links.
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