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Take a look at what’s in the pipeline 
at Cecil Jones in 2021/22

The apprenticeship pages will keep 
you up to date with every live 

apprenticeship in the UK

Check out the university page to 
explore every university and college 

in the UK

Click on the links for more 
information

University or 
Apprenticeship?

Take a look at facts to 
see what’s right for you
Explore all the options 
and check out the new 

features
Check out the special 

feature and click on the 
links.



What’s happening at Cecil Jones

Despite the Covid pandemic which 
created a new kind of normal at 

Cecil Jones, we were still able 
stage career workshop events at 

the back end of the year. 

To build on that success we have 
been busy during summer to put 
more events in place to give our 

students a taste of  life after 
education.

Last month we saw the return of 
the Sweco work experience and 

this month we have a double 
session with The Marine 

Engineers.

There are more workshops and 
visits in place with only the dates 

to be confirmed.

Events;
Tuesday 5th and Friday 8th October

Marine Engineering

Dates to be Confirmed

Ford Motor Works

Ipeco Engineering

Financial Workshop

MOD Shoebury

Medical Mavericks

Connexions

Kudos



University or Apprenticeship

There’s no denying, this past year or so has 
definitely been out of the ordinary. In school we 

have all become accustomed to keeping in 
bubbles, wearing masks and observing safe 

distance. University and workplace visits were 
replaced by virtual tours, and zoom interviews 

have become common place.

As we now start to settle into the new academic 
year we are looking at a brighter future. The 

debate between university and apprenticeship 
will always be a topic of discussion. Which one 

would be best for you. 

Look at the next pages and weigh up the options 
so you are clear in your choices. 



University or Apprenticeship

Let’s take a look at the good 
and bad If you were to choose 

to go university

You would be able to gain a 
higher level qualification. 

There are graduate schemes in 
place to support you after 

university and you get to study 
a subject you love in depth. 

You will also get to experience 
the social environment at 
university which is also an 

important life skill

The biggest downside to 
university is the debt you now 
have. There is also the lack of 
work experience to consider.

Now we’ll consider the 
option of an 

apprenticeship.

The biggest draw to an 
apprenticeship is you earn 
while you learn meaning 
you gain a qualification 

whilst you work. Once you 
have completed your ‘on 

the job’ training you will be 
debt free.

The downsides are, not 
career paths and industries 
are covered. It can also be 

very challenging as you 
would be working full time 

and studying towards a 
professional qualification

These days there’s 
more than one route to 
a degree. You can take 

the traditional 
university route or 

work towards a degree 
through a higher or 

degree apprenticeship.
Here we are going to 
look at the pro’s and 

con’s of university and 
apprenticeships.

For more in depth 
information and video 

click on this link.

https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/university-vs-apprenticeships-you-decide
https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/university-vs-apprenticeships-you-decide


UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES
Explore the complete A-Z of universities and colleges

Welcome to our new 
complete A-Z guide to all 

the universities in the UK. If 
you’re looking for the Uni 
that is right for you just 

click on the link and 
explore.

Here you can check out 
courses, finance, chat to 

students and much more.

Click here to explore

https://www.ucas.com/explore/unis


If you’re looking to earn a wage 
whilst working on the job this could 

be your next move. 

Our new apprenticeship page can 
open your world to every 

apprenticeship in the UK. Click below 
then follow the links to explore. You 

can define your search, check out 
real stories and much more.

Click here

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices


Ratemyapprenticeship is 
the leading resource for 
young people seeking 

apprenticeships. There are 
jobs, reviews and career 
advice all in one place. 

Click here to explore.

If you would like to take 
part in a virtual event on 

the 20th and 21st

Click here

https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/
https://events.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/?utm_source=external-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=rma-ve-2021&u


Selection of Vacancies currently advertised in Essex & London through Reed

Trainee Cyber 
Security Analyst
Career Change

Essex
£18,000 per year

(Rising to £35k on 
completion)

Trainee Chef
RAF

Southend on Sea
£24,400 per year

Sales Negotiator
Haart

London
£30,000 per year

Delivery Driver
Appcastent

London 
£15,00

per hour

Customer Service 
Advisor

Manpower
Westcliff on Sea
£10.88 per hour

Care Asst
Kind Care Co

London
£9.00 

Per hour

Store Asstistant
Aldi

London
£11.30 

per hour

Bench Joiner
(Carpenter)

Reed Engineering 
London

£24,960 per year

To look at all the jobs at Reed click here 

https://www.reed.co.uk/jobs/jobs-in-essex?gclid=dee251de73b51c4f4ec931f824f546fb&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=dee251de73b51c4f4ec931f824f546fb


How to become a Fireman?

You don’t need any formal 
qualifications to begin 
training as a chef. As 

always, we recommend 
GCSE English and 

maths at grade 4 or 
above. As well as showing 
you have basic numeracy 

and literacy, this will 
broaden the 

apprenticeships, training 
and qualifications you can 
apply for – either now or 

later in your career.

There's no single set of 
chef qualifications you 
need to become chef. 

There are several routes 
you can take once you’ve 

left school or college:

Start an apprenticeship.

Study for a diploma or 
similar qualification.

Apply to work in a 
kitchen.

What does a Chef do?

A chef is a trained professional 
cook and tradesman who is 

proficient in all aspects of food 
preparation, often focusing on a 

particular cuisine. The word 
"chef" is derived from the term 
chef de cuisine, the director or 
head of a kitchen. Chefs can 

receive formal training from an 
institution, as well as by 

apprenticing with an experienced 
chef.

Salary

A chef salary varies widely 
depending on their level.

Trainee chefs can expect to start 
on around £13,000. With 
experience, you could be 

earning £18,000 to £25,000, 
while a head chef might 
earn £50,000 or more.

Job of the Month         Chef

Skills
• Demonstrating these skills will help 

your application, and you’ll also 
develop them on the job:

• Customer service.
• Teamwork.
• Communication.
• Time management and good 

organisational skills.
• The ability to work under pressure.
• Creativity and leadership are also 

important attributes to develop 
during your career if you aspire to 
be a head chef.

Click on the links for more information.

https://successatschool.org/blog/525/How-important-are-GCSEs%3F


Plumber

Plumbers install and repair 
pipes that supply water 

and gas to, as well as carry 
waste away from, homes 
and businesses. They also 
install plumbing fixtures 
such as bathtubs, sinks, 

and toilets, and 
appliances, including 

dishwashers and washing 
machines. Experienced 

plumbers train apprentices 
and supervise helpers. 

They work alongside other 
construction workers.

Click here for more 
information

Featured Jobs 

Fireman
A firefighter, also known as a 

fireman, is a highly skilled man 
or woman who works to 
combat and extinguish 

fires. They also take steps to 
prevent fires, act as emergency 
medical technicians (EMT), and 
investigate the causes of fires. A 
firefighter is almost always the 
first official "on the scene" of 
fires, car accidents, or other 

emergencies, which is why they 
are also sometimes called "first 

responders.“

Click here for more info

Veterinarian
Veterinarians provide medical 
care for animals. The primary 

responsibilities of a veterinarian 
include: In addition to being able 

to diagnose and treat the animals, 
veterinarians also communicate 

effectively with their owners. This 
often includes explaining 

diagnoses and treatments in 
down-to-earth, common 

language.
There are many area’s a vet could 
work in including visiting farms or 

a zoo treating more exotic 

species.
Click here for more info

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/plumber-job-description-and-duties-4107383
https://www.careerexplorer.com/careers/firefighter/
https://study.com/how_to_become_a_veterinarian.html


Essex Career Facts September 2021

At the end of August there 
were 30,015 live jobs 

advertised in Essex out of 
1,217,005 nationally

The Average salary in Essex is 
£30,562

The majority of job ads in 
Essex are in Logistics & 

Warehouse and Healthcare & 
Nursing

Top hiring companies in Essex are 
Checkatrade, Reps.co.uk and 

Tesco

Salaries in Essex have increased 
0.3% year on year while the 

national average is -2.0%

Facts obtain through adzuna. To find out what you’re worth and 
for more details click here

https://www.adzuna.co.uk/jobs/salaries/essex


Careers in the Armed Forces

The British armed forces are responsible for 
the safety and security of the UK. They are 

involved in combat and peacekeeping duties 
as well as things like providing humanitarian 
aid. They offer the chance to see the world 

in many jobs you could choose to do in 
civilian life, like being a chef, a nurse or an 

engineer.

Click on the link below to find out more.

Armed Forces

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/careers-in-the-armed-forces/


The Only LIVE NHS Healthcare Careers 
Virtual Work Experience In The UK Run 
By Healthcare Professionals!
Let us help you to take your first steps 
into the world of healthcare careers. This 
is a flexible virtual work experience 
programme that you can tailor around 
you, by selecting from a choice of 
dates. It is live, giving you the chance to 
interact will healthcare professionals, but 
from the comfort and safety of your own 
home. Join thousands of other students 
who are exploring healthcare careers with 
the help of our LIVE simulated high 
fidelity work experience programme!

Click here for a virtual work experience

The work experience programme is 
specific for students interested in.
• Nursing
• Midwifery
• Paramedics
• Physiotherapists
• Occupational Therapists
• Radiographers
• Art, Drama and music Therapists
• Dieticians
• Operating Department 

Practitioners
• Radiographers
• Podiatrists
• Osteopaths
• Orthoptists
• Prosthetists and Orthotics
• Speech and Language Therapists
• Physicians Associate

Take your first steps towards a healthcare career with 
this live work experience programme

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/


Discover how you’ll 
make an impact!

HSBC is one of the largest 
banking and financial services 

organisations in the world, 
with operations in 64 countries 
and territories. We aim to be 
where the growth is, enabling 

businesses to thrive and 
economies to prosper, and, 

ultimately, helping people to 
fulfil their hopes and realise 

their ambitions. We have more 
than 40m customers and over 

233,000 employees.

If you wish to take part in an 
on line insight event 

click here

Do you want a career with 
opportunities. We have a world of 

them.

Whether you’re a student, 
graduate or looking for your first 

job, you’re in the right place. 
Whatever entry path you take to 
join us, we’ll provide the tools, 

support and opportunities for you 
to discover and develop your 

strengths so that you can thrive in 
the workplace.

To find out more about a career 
with HSBC click here

https://www.research.net/r/HSBC-UK
https://www.hsbc.com/careers/students-and-graduates


As many students 
move to remote 
learning, LifeSkills
created with 
Barclays, the free 
employability 
programme, can 
support you in 
building their 
employability skills 
and resilience. We 
have a range of 
resources, 
including lesson 
plans, films and 
interactive tools, 
that can be used 
remotely and in 
the classroom.

• Understand diversity and it’s value in the 
workplace. Click here to find out more.

• A taste of the workplace. Click here to find 
out more.

• Resources for remote learning. Click here to 
find out more.

• Focus on wellbeing. Click here to find out 
more.

What can you expect from LifeSkills?
• Expansion from our diversity and inclusion in the workplace resources.
• Virtual work experience opportunities to explore the workplace remotely.
• An exclusive Q&A session with Major Tim Peake.
• All this and more. Click here to register

https://barclayslifeskills.com/sign-in/young-person/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=EM&utm_campaign=HS_Jan_Core_Rec_Banner&utm_term=hs_se&gator_td=dxM28MnMPG6h4m%2bpxAFi3vhUQ4mPU2Ms
https://barclayslifeskills.com/educators/support/workplace-challenge-student-activities/?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=EM&utm_campaign=HS_Jan_Core_Rec_Box2VWEX&utm_term=HS_SE&gator_td=dxM28MnMP
https://barclayslifeskills.com/educators/support/remote-learning/?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=EM&utm_campaign=HS_Rec_Core_Act_Box3Remote&utm_
https://barclayslifeskills.com/educators/lessons/wellbeing-toolkit/?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=EM&utm_campaign=HS_Jan_Core_Rec_Box4Wellbeing&utm_term=HS_SE&gator_td=dxM28Mn
https://barclayslifeskills.com/sign-in/educator/?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=EM&utm_campaign=HS_Jan_Core_Rec_Banner&utm_term=HS_SE&gator_td=dxM28MnMPG6h4m%2bpxAFi3vhUQ4mPU2MsMmDoukq4P7UKh


Make Happen is a partner of the Uni Connect programme (formerly known as the 
National Collaborative Outreach Programme, or NCOP) funded by the Office for 

Students. Based at the University of Essex, we are an experienced team dedicated to 
inspiring young people at school and college to raise their aspirations, by promoting 
higher education and degree apprenticeships as routes to helping them to succeed.

Make Happen will be running special 
events throughout the month and the 

year to help all young people to succeed.

Events

For all Make Happen events click here

For Apprenticeships click here

Click here for the new Essex Opportunities 
Portal

Click here to take a look at MakeHappen 

https://www.makehappen.org/events/
https://www.makehappen.org/event/apprenticeships-taster-session/
https://www.essexopportunities.co.uk/
https://www.makehappen.org/


Springpod

Universities

For further information 
and guidance click on the 

link below

https://www.springpod.co.uk/career-stories/


On-line Careers Programme

CASCAID is a leading developer of online 
careers education programs for schools and 
colleges in the UK and Europe. Established 
in 1969, CASCAID's products have over 5 
million users worldwide and serve over 

20,000 schools, colleges, and careers 
services. Our mission is to help anyone, 

anywhere in the world, create a successful 
future through self-knowledge, exploration, 

and planning. The students at Cecil Jones 
Academy are being equipped with the 

details to engage in this programme where 
they will be able to explore many different 
avenues to help them to shape their own 

future.

Click on the link below to watch the information 
video.

Kudos

https://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/#/

