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BulletinAs we move smoothly into the 
new year our year 11 and 13 

students will be working hard in 
preparation for their GCSE’s 
and A Levels by sitting their 

mock exams

National Careers Week takes 
place this month with activities 

and information every day.

Our Career Thursday appears 
to be a hit with the students 
according to their positive 

feedback.

University or Apprenticeship?

Take a look at facts to see 
what’s right for you

Explore all the options and 
check out the new features

Check out the special feature 
and click on the links.

Take a look at the A-Z of 
universities and colleges to 
check out their open days.



It’s been another busy month 
regarding our careers 

programme with some more big 
hits with the students.
It was a busy National 

Apprenticeship Week with 
activities, information and a 
number of different schemes 
posted throughout the week.
We also had 30 students who 

took part in a live event run by 
Ford Motor Company promoting 

their apprenticeship schemes.
Already in place this month are 

two workshops from the finance 
skills team on future finance and 

loans & mortgages and a visit 
from a former student police 

officer to deliver an assembly on 
a career in the police force.  

Events to look forward to

Ipeco workplace visit and 
workshops

Personal Finance Workshops
MOD visit

Jet Hairdressing Academy visit
Sweco site visit

Morgan Sindall mock interviews 
and CV workshops

Careers Fair
Connexions

Live Police info assembly led by a 
former student

Plus many more

What’s Happening at Cecil Jones



University or Apprenticeship

Let’s take a look at the good 
and bad If you were to choose 

to go university

You would be able to gain a 
higher level qualification. 

There are graduate schemes in 
place to support you after 

university and you get to study 
a subject you love in depth. 

You will also get to experience 
the social environment at 
university which is also an 

important life skill

The biggest downside to 
university is the debt you now 
have. There is also the lack of 
work experience to consider.

Now we’ll consider the 
option of an 

apprenticeship.
The biggest draw to an 

apprenticeship is you earn 
while you learn, meaning 
you gain a qualification 

whilst you work. Once you 
have completed your ‘on 

the job’ training you will be 
debt free.

The downsides are, not all 
career paths and industries 
are covered. It can also be 

very challenging as you 
would be working full time 

and studying towards a 
professional qualification

These days there’s 
more than one route to 
a degree. You can take 

the traditional 
university route or 

work towards a degree 
through a higher or 

degree apprenticeship.
Here we are going to 
look at the pro’s and 

con’s of university and 
apprenticeships.

For more in depth 
information and video 

click on this link.

https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/university-vs-apprenticeships-you-decide


National Careers Week

6th March 2023

National Careers Week is 
a celebration of careers 

guidance and free resources in 
education across the UK. The 
aim is to provide a focus for 

careers guidance activity at an 
important stage in the 

academic calendar to help 
support young people leaving 

education.

Your Career, Your Strengths
Get a Deeper Understanding of 
How to Use Your Strengths in 

the Workplace. Overcome Your 
Weaknesses & Focus on Your 

Natural Strengths.

Professional Development · 
Get Personalized Reports · 

Empower Yourself & Others.
Click here to find out how to 

improve your career

Career Aptitude Test

As part of National Careers Week 
we have set this aptitude test. You 

can have some fun as well as 
finding a career that my be suited 
to you. It’s really simple to follow 
and only takes around 5 minutes.

What have you got to lose. Take the 
test by clicking on the link below.

Test

https://www.gallup.com/cliftonstrengths/en/299855/how-to-improve-my-career.aspx?msclkid=5c17aaa6b4831ea2de6cc8a0f2d2bff5&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=uk_non
https://jobpersonality.co.uk/career-aptitude-test


National Careers Week 
Career Test

Take the UCAS Career Test to see what 
occupation suits your skills and abilities.
It’s easy to follow and only takes a few 

minutes to what career your skills could 
match you with.

Take the test here

https://www.ucas.com/explore/career-quiz


UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES
Explore the complete A-Z of universities and colleges

Welcome to our complete 
A-Z guide to all the 

universities in the UK. If 
you’re looking for the Uni 
that is right for you just 

click on the link and 
explore.

Here you can check out 
courses, finance, chat to 

students and much more.
Click here to explore

https://www.ucas.com/explore/unis


If you’re looking to earn a wage whilst 
working on the job this could be your 

next move. 
Our new apprenticeship page can open 
your world to every apprenticeship in 

the UK. Click below then follow the 
links to explore. You can define your 

search, check out real stories and 
much more.

Click here

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices


On First Careers you can get behind the 
scenes of some of the UK’s most 

interesting jobs and find what’s right 
for you. Search through over 150 job 

profiles and discover career 
opportunities, inspiration and advice. 

First Careers offers guidance to primary 
and secondary school students in 

making decisions about future careers 
and professions.

Click here to explore the world of 
first careers

What is First Careers all about?

It can be a bit worrying choosing GCSE and A 
Level subjects, let alone further education 

choices, especially when you don’t know what job 
you want yet. It doesn’t have to be.

There are thousands of interesting opportunities 
and organisations all around the world. They may 
need someone just like you to come and work for 

them in a few years’ time. It’s just a matter of 
finding out what’s out there, what interests you, 

what you would be suited to and what skills 
you will need.

That’s where First Careers comes in.

https://www.firstcareers.co.uk/?utm_source=neutral-homepage&utm_medium=vfcbutton&utm_campaign=neutral-homepage
https://www.firstcareers.co.uk/?utm_source=neutral-homepage&utm_medium=vfcbutton&utm_campaign=neutral-homepage


Essex Opportunities opens up a 
world of career information, 

advice, apprenticeships, higher 
education, work experience and 
much more. The link below will 

take you to a number of 
organisations and 

establishments to help young 
people who are preparing for 

the next important step.
Click Here

https://www.essexopportunities.co.uk/career-resources-for-schools/


Live Virtual Apprenticeship Workshop

30 students from across the year groups took part in this virtual 
workshop to find out about some of the apprenticeship schemes on 

offer from Ford Motor Company. 
We were given information regarding their advanced engineering 

and degree apprenticeships at their Dunton Technical and 
Dagenham plants. This information came from some of the trainers 
and managers, but we also heard from apprentices who gave the 

students an example of their day to day routine and what to expect if 
they were to join one of the apprenticeship schemes.

We found out about the qualifications required, how long the 
apprenticeship took and what to expect once this was completed.

At the end there was a Q and A session prompting some interesting 
questions.

The feedback from our students showed that this was a very well 
received workshop with most of them saying it was very informative 

and interesting. It also opened their eyes to the idea of an 
apprenticeship and some of them even indicated that they would be 

interested in a career at Ford.
A couple of quotes were “ I didn’t realise there were so many 

benefits to an apprenticeship and the guarantee of a job at the end” 
and “ This has really made me think about taking an apprenticeship, 

I’m glad I attended today’s workshop”

Click here for information on Ford apprenticeships

https://ford-apprenticeships.co.uk/apprenticeships/


How I become one?
You could become a 

carpet fitter through an 
apprenticeship, applying 

directly to a company 
and learning on the job 

or through a training 
body.

Some GCSEs would be 
required for an 

apprenticeship including 
maths and English.

More Information

Watch the video

What does a carpet fitter do?
The most common tasks of a 

carpet fitter are to take 
measurements of the area or 

room where the carpet is 
required. Removing the old 

carpet, preparing the area and 
fitting the new underlay and 

carpet.
This could be domestic or 

industrial where hotels, offices 
or shops would need to be 

carpeted. Many carpet fitters 
also fit vinyl flooring, carpet 
tiles, laminate flooring and 

sometimes solid wood flooring.
Salary

Starting wage could around 
£17,000 rising to £40,000+ 

depending on experience and 
the type of job you are 

working on.

Daily tasks;
• measure floor space and estimate 

the amount of materials needed
• clear away furniture and take off 

doors
• remove old flooring
• clean, level and seal the work area
• glue or nail underlay and floor 

coverings
• stretch carpet over spiked gripper 

rods and taping
• heat-seal joins and edges on vinyl 

flooring
• spray or wax floor coverings to give 

them a protective coating
• use fast-track flooring systems
• put furniture back and trim and re-

hang doors

Job of the Month      Carpet Fitter

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/carpet-fitter-and-floor-layer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EuRV2WN25pk


Selection of Vacancies currently advertised in Essex & London through Reed

Police Officer
Essex

£30,000 to £33,500 
per year

Office Admin
London

£24,000 to £28,000
Per year

Stock Control 
Assistant

Essex
£10.90

per hour

Care Assistant
London
£10.30

Per hour

Housing Officer
London

£110,000 to £120,000
Per year

Bricklayer
London
£220.00
Per day

Quality Control 
Technician

London
£30,000 
Per year

Events Executive
London
£32,000
per year

To look at all the jobs at Reed click here 

https://www.reed.co.uk/jobs/jobs-in-essex?gclid=dee251de73b51c4f4ec931f824f546fb&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=dee251de73b51c4f4ec931f824f546fb


Receptionist
Receptionists work for 

companies and 
organisations to help them 

run smoothly. They are often 
the first employee that a 
customer or the public 

comes in contact with, and 
are therefore responsible for 

making a good first 
impression.

Receptionists perform 
various administrative tasks, 

such as greeting visitors, 
answering telephones, 

taking messages, scheduling 
appointments, filing and 
maintaining documents, 
providing information to 

various people and making 
travel arrangements.

Click here for more info

Previously Featured Jobs 

Web Designer

Web designers plan, create 
and code web pages, 

determining the style and 
overall look of the website for 
their customers requirements.
They would be both creative 
and technically inclined and 

be able to use both attributes.
Web designing is a rapidly 
growing industry as digital 

media has become a part of 
peoples everyday lives.

Click here for more Info

Plumber
Plumbers install and repair pipes 
that supply water and gas to, as 
well as carry waste away from, 

homes and businesses. They also 
install plumbing fixtures such as 
bathtubs, sinks, and toilets, and 

appliances, including dishwashers 
and washing machines. 

Experienced plumbers train 
apprentices and supervise helpers. 

They work alongside other 
construction workers

Click here for more info

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/receptionist
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/web-designer
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/plumber


Essex Career Facts February 2023

At the end of January there 
were 22,355 live jobs 

advertised in Essex out of 
544,815 nationally

The Average salary in Essex is 
£34,355

The majority of job ads in 
Essex are in

Teaching 
and 

Engineering

Top hiring companies in Essex are 
Tesco, Domino’s Pizza and 

Teledyne Technologies

Salaries in Essex have gone up 
2.6% year on year while the 

national annual change is 19.7%

Facts obtained through Adzuna. To find out what you’re worth 
and for more details click here

https://www.adzuna.co.uk/jobs/salaries/essex


• Don’t forget you can log into 
unifrog anytime at home to 
continue browsing careers 
options, university courses or 
take the quizzes again to get 
your best fit profile.

• You can even book into a 
webinar
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