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BulletinWe are only two weeks away 
from our Christmas holidays 
and the end of our Autumn 

term. Where did the time go.

The mock exams will be picking 
up the pace as our students 

work hard to achieve.

Our Career Thursday appears 
to be a hit with the students 
according to their positive 

feedback.

We will continue to keep you up 
to date with information and 

guidance throughout the year

University or Apprenticeship?

Take a look at facts to see 
what’s right for you

Explore all the options and 
check out the new features

Check out the special feature 
and click on the links.

Take a look at the A-Z of 
universities and colleges to 
check out their open days.



Last month saw the entire year 8 
cohort take part in the Sea Cadets 
Marine Engineer Workshop, once 

again a huge success.
The entire Year 9 cohort have 
completed their connexions 

interviews which should help them 
when they have to choose their 

options. 
There are more events in the 

pipeline just waiting for 
confirmation.

We have introduced Career 
Thursday with a ‘Job of the Week’ 
and we are also putting together 

our programmes for national 
apprenticeship and national careers 

weeks.
We will also be launching the 

Unifrog programme to Year 11s this 
month

Events to look forward to

Ipeco workplace visit and 
workshops

Personal Finance Workshops
MOD visit

Jet Hairdressing Academy visit
Sweco site visit

Morgan Sindall mock interviews 
and CV workshops
Medical Mavericks

Careers Fair
Connexions

Unifrog
Fords Virtual Apprenticeships 

Workshop
Plus many more

What’s Happening at Cecil Jones



University or Apprenticeship

So here we are, the 2022/23 academic 
year is moving fast and our students are 

preparing for their futures. 
As we speed ahead through the autumn 

term with fresh hope, the debate between 
university and apprenticeship will always 

be a topic of discussion. Which one would 
be best for you? How will you decide?

Look at the next pages and weigh up the 
options so you are clear in your choices.

Also, check out the university and 
apprenticeship pages. 



University or Apprenticeship

Let’s take a look at the good 
and bad If you were to choose 

to go university

You would be able to gain a 
higher level qualification. 

There are graduate schemes in 
place to support you after 

university and you get to study 
a subject you love in depth. 

You will also get to experience 
the social environment at 
university which is also an 

important life skill

The biggest downside to 
university is the debt you now 
have. There is also the lack of 
work experience to consider.

Now we’ll consider the 
option of an 

apprenticeship.
The biggest draw to an 

apprenticeship is you earn 
while you learn, meaning 
you gain a qualification 

whilst you work. Once you 
have completed your ‘on 

the job’ training you will be 
debt free.

The downsides are, not all 
career paths and industries 
are covered. It can also be 

very challenging as you 
would be working full time 

and studying towards a 
professional qualification

These days there’s 
more than one route to 
a degree. You can take 

the traditional 
university route or 

work towards a degree 
through a higher or 

degree apprenticeship.
Here we are going to 
look at the pro’s and 

con’s of university and 
apprenticeships.

For more in depth 
information and video 

click on this link.

https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprenticeships/university-vs-apprenticeships-you-decide


UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES
Explore the complete A-Z of universities and colleges

Welcome to our complete 
A-Z guide to all the 

universities in the UK. If 
you’re looking for the Uni 
that is right for you just 

click on the link and 
explore.

Here you can check out 
courses, finance, chat to 

students and much more.
Click here to explore

https://www.ucas.com/explore/unis


Discover Apprenticeships

At UCAS Discover Apprenticeships, 
we offer advice and guidance to 

all matters regarding 
apprenticeships.

You can find information on entry 
level requirements, current 

apprenticeships and even get first 
hand knowledge from students 

currently serving apprenticeships.

Just follow the links below for 
more information.

Discover Apprenticeships Events

Discover Apprenticeships

https://www.ucas.com/events/discover-apprenticeships-404016
https://www.ucas.com/node/404016/view/exhibitors


Career Test
Take the UCAS Career Test to see 
what occupation suits your skills 

and abilities.
It’s easy to follow and only takes a 

few minutes to find out what 
career your skills could match you 

with.
Take the Test here

https://www.ucas.com/explore/career-quiz


Ratemyapprenticeship is 
the leading resource for 
young people seeking 
apprenticeships. There 
are jobs, reviews and 

career advice all in one 
place. 

Click here to explore.

https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/


If you’re looking to earn a wage whilst 
working on the job this could be your 

next move. 
Our new apprenticeship page can open 
your world to every apprenticeship in 

the UK. Click below then follow the 
links to explore. You can define your 

search, check out real stories and 
much more.

Click here

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices


On First Careers you can get behind the 
scenes of some of the UK’s most 

interesting jobs and find what’s right 
for you. Search through over 150 job 

profiles and discover career 
opportunities, inspiration and advice. 

First Careers offers guidance to primary 
and secondary school students in 

making decisions about future careers 
and professions.

Click here to explore the world of 
first careers

What is First Careers all about?

It can be a bit worrying choosing GCSE and A 
Level subjects, let alone further education 

choices, especially when you don’t know what job 
you want yet. It doesn’t have to be.

There are thousands of interesting opportunities 
and organisations all around the world. They may 
need someone just like you to come and work for 

them in a few years’ time. It’s just a matter of 
finding out what’s out there, what interests you, 

what you would be suited to and what skills 
you will need.

That’s where First Careers comes in.

https://www.firstcareers.co.uk/?utm_source=neutral-homepage&utm_medium=vfcbutton&utm_campaign=neutral-homepage
https://www.firstcareers.co.uk/?utm_source=neutral-homepage&utm_medium=vfcbutton&utm_campaign=neutral-homepage


Essex Opportunities opens up a 
world of career information, 

advice, apprenticeships, higher 
education, work experience and 
much more. The link below will 

take you to a number of 
organisations and 

establishments to help young 
people who are preparing for 

the next important step.
Click Here

https://www.essexopportunities.co.uk/career-resources-for-schools/


Southend Connexions is a leading provider 
of Careers, information advice and guidance 

for young people in Essex.
In line with legislation, Southend 

Connexions has MATRIX Accreditation and 
their Personal Advisers all qualified to the 

QCF Level 6 Diploma in Guidance and 
Development. The team have been very 

successful in offering bespoke packages to 
individual schools that have focused on the 

specific needs within each institution.
Once again they will be providing their 

service to our students through one to one 
meetings throughout the year.

Click the link below to find out more about 
Connexions and the services they provide.

Connexions

https://southendconnexions.co.uk/


Sea Cadets Marine Engineering Workshop

Last month we welcomed back the Sea Cadets to 
deliver their highly popular engineering programme 
which focuses on buoyancy. Once again, we invited 

the entire Year 8 cohort to take part in the event 
which was run over three days. There were a 

number of activities, but the main task was to build 
a vessel that would not only float, but carry a cargo 
successfully. The cargo was a number of marbles, 

which the students loaded onto their vessel one by 
one to see whose held the most before they 

eventually sank. Our students had a great time 
while learning.

If you would like to know more about the Southend 
Sea Cadets or just to watch the video, click here.

https://www.sea-cadets.org/southendonsea


An Event Worth Waiting For!

After many cancellations due to the Covid 
pandemic, we were finally able to stage the 

Ford Motor Co Workshop.
30 Year 9 and 10 students were split into 

teams and worked with a skilled technician 
from Ford to design a car for the UK market.

They also had the chance to sit in a Kuga 
Hybrid and a Mustang Mach E.

The day was a huge success and 
conversations are already taking place 

regarding another visit later in the year.
If you are interested in a career with the Ford 

Motor Company, click the link below.
Ford Careers

https://ford-apprenticeships.co.uk/


Careers in the Armed Forces
Explore what's on offer when you choose a challenging and 

rewarding life in the military.
The armed forces includes the British Army, Royal Air Force 
and Royal Navy. Together, they’re responsible for the safety 

and security of the UK. They're involved in combat, 
peacekeeping and humanitarian aid.

There are hundreds of different armed forces careers. You 
have the chance to see the world in many jobs you can do in 

civilian life. For example, a chef, a nurse or an engineer.
If you are interested in a career in the armed forces, you 

could be interested in a visit to the MOD weapons testing 
range at Shoebury which will be taking place later in the 

year.
To found out more follow the links below.

Armed Forces
Army

Royal Navy
Royal Air Force

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/careers-in-the-armed-forces/
https://www.army.mod.uk/careers/
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/careers/
https://www.raf.mod.uk/recruitment/career-progression


National Careers Week

6th March 2023

National Careers Week is 
a celebration of careers 

guidance and free resources in 
education across the UK. The 
aim is to provide a focus for 

careers guidance activity at an 
important stage in the 

academic calendar to help 
support young people leaving 

education.

National Apprenticeship Week
6th February 2023

National Apprenticeship Week 
is the celebration of everything 
apprenticeship, looking at how 

far the UK apprenticeship 
scheme has come, what 

apprentices are doing now and 
then diving into the future of 

this incredible scheme that has 
changed so many lives for the 

better. But why the theme 
Build the Future?

National Careers and National 
Apprenticeship weeks are dates 
that feature prominently in the 
Cecil Jones calendar. During the 

weeks of these important events 
we will be posting information, 

tasks, quizzes and much more on 
our Google Classrooms for our 

students to access



Cecil Jones Academy Careers Fair 

After all the difficulties of the Covid pandemic, it was our great delight to finally stage a careers fair here at 
Cecil Jones Academy, for the first time in approximately five years. The much anticipated event was a huge 
success.  There were some big names in attendance including the Army, who brought the Infantry and Royal 

Logistic Corps, Essex Police, Ipeco, Metro Bank, Adventure Island and many more.

The students had the opportunity to stroll around speaking to all the different trades, companies and 
universities picking up information face to face.



Cecil Jones Academy Careers Fair 

The whole day was a major 
success for all involved. The 

students gained some valuable 
employer experience and many of 
our visitors quoted it as one of the 

best career fairs they had 
attended this year.  



Events at Cecil Jones !

Just a few of the events enjoyed by Cecil 
Jones Students last year. The big plan is 

to stage more events than last year.



How I become one.
• a university course
• an apprenticeship
• working towards this role
You would require 5 GCSE’s 

grades 9 to 4 including 
English and maths.

2 to 3 A Levels or equivalent 
for a degree

More Information

Watch the video

What does a Border Force Officer 
do?

An architect is a person who 
plans, designs and oversees the 

construction of buildings. 
To practice architecture means 

to provide services in 
connection with the design of 
buildings and the space within 

the site surrounding the 
buildings that have human 
occupancy or use as their 

principal purpose. 
Salary;

You could start on £30,000 rising to 
£60,000+ per year for a 39 hour 

week

Skills required

• design skills and knowledge
• knowledge of building and construction
• to be thorough and pay attention to detail
• thinking and reasoning skills
• customer service skills
• excellent verbal communication skills
• analytical thinking skills
• the ability to use your initiative
• to be able to use a computer and the main 

software packages confidently

Job of the Month            Architect

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/architec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jxUKCWGAe54


Explore careers in the World of Banking

Are you are the type of person who is 
good with figures, have excellent 
customer services skills and are 

thorough with attention for detail, 
then a career in banking could be for 

you.

There are many levels of career in 
banking with excellent opportunities 

regarding career progression.

There are also many financial benefits 
including loans and mortgages at staff 

rates.

If you think this could be a career path 
for you, click on the clicks and explore 

the career opportunities with these 
high street banks.

Barclays

NatWest

Lloyds

Santander

https://www.barclays.co.uk/journal/apprenticeships/
https://jobs.natwestgroup.com/
https://www.lloydsbankinggroup.com/careers.html
https://www.santander.com/en/careers/uk-careers


Selection of Vacancies currently advertised in Essex & London through Reed

Recruitment 
Consultant

London
£25,000 to £45,000 

per year 

Mobile Security
London

£10.00 to £14.00
Per hour

Property 
Administrator

Southend on Sea
£24,000 to 

£27,000
per year

Driver
London

£25,000 to 
£28,000
Per year

Catering  Assistant
Chelmsford

£19,000 to £21,500
Per year

Customer Service 
Advisor
London
£28.000
Per year

Retail Assistant
London

£25,000 to 
£27.000
Per year

Groundworker
/Builder
Billericay
£30,000
per year

To look at all the jobs at Reed click here 

https://www.reed.co.uk/jobs/jobs-in-essex?gclid=dee251de73b51c4f4ec931f824f546fb&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=dee251de73b51c4f4ec931f824f546fb


Receptionist
Receptionists work for 

companies and 
organisations to help them 

run smoothly. They are often 
the first employee that a 
customer or the public 

comes in contact with, and 
are therefore responsible for 

making a good first 
impression.

Receptionists perform 
various administrative tasks, 

such as greeting visitors, 
answering telephones, 

taking messages, scheduling 
appointments, filing and 
maintaining documents, 
providing information to 

various people and making 
travel arrangements.

Click here for more info

Previously Featured Jobs 

Actuary

Actuaries are highly sought-
after professionals who 

develop and communicate 
solutions for complex financial 

issues. They measure and 
manage risk. Actuaries have a 

deep understanding of 
mathematics, statistics and 

business management. With 
this, they help businesses 
grow and provide value to 

their customers.

Click here for more info

Plumber
Plumbers install and repair pipes 
that supply water and gas to, as 
well as carry waste away from, 

homes and businesses. They also 
install plumbing fixtures such as 
bathtubs, sinks, and toilets, and 

appliances, including dishwashers 
and washing machines. 

Experienced plumbers train 
apprentices and supervise helpers. 

They work alongside other 
construction workers

Click here for more info

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/receptionist
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/actuary
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/plumber


Essex Career Facts December 2022

At the end of November there 
were 24,698 live jobs 

advertised in Essex out of 
1,089,784 nationally

The Average salary in Essex is 
£32,955

The majority of job ads in 
Essex are in

Teaching 
and 

Logistics & Warehouse

Top hiring companies in Essex are 
Age Well East, Tesco and Amazon

Salaries in Essex have gone up 
0.5% year on year while the 

national average is 0.9%

Facts obtained through Adzuna. To find out what you’re worth 
and for more details click here

https://www.adzuna.co.uk/jobs/salaries/essex


Make Happen is a partner of the Uni Connect programme (formerly known as the 
National Collaborative Outreach Programme, or NCOP) funded by the Office for 

Students. Based at the University of Essex, we are an experienced team dedicated to 
inspiring young people at school and college to raise their aspirations, by promoting 
higher education and degree apprenticeships as routes to helping them to succeed.

Make Happen will be running special 
events throughout the month and the 

year to help all young people to succeed.
Events

For all Make Happen events click here
Click here for the new Essex Opportunities 

Portal

Click here to take a look at MakeHappen 

https://www.makehappen.org/events/
https://www.makehappen.org/events/
https://www.essexopportunities.co.uk/
https://www.makehappen.org/


• Don’t forget you can log into 
unifrog anytime at home to 
continue browsing careers 
options, university courses or 
take the quizzes again to get 
your best fit profile.

• You can even book into a 
webinar
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