
Careers in sociology
WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH YOUR QUALIFICATION?



Jobs directly related to your qualification 
include:
Advice worker

Community development worker

Further education teacher

Higher education lecturer

International aid/development worker

Policy officer

Secondary school teacher

Social researcher

Social worker

Youth worker



Jobs where your qualification would be useful 
include:
Charity officer

Civil Service administrator

Family support worker

Housing manager/officer

Human resources officer

Life coach

Newspaper journalist

Police officer

Probation officer

Public relations officer

Special educational needs coordinator (SENCO)



Social worker
Social workers support individuals and their families through difficult times and ensure that 
vulnerable people, including children and adults, are safeguarded from harm. Their role is to 
help improve outcomes in people's lives.

They maintain professional relationships and act as guides and advocates. They sometimes need 
to use their professional judgment to make tough decisions that might not always be well 
received by those they are trying to help.

As a social worker, you'll work in a variety of settings within a framework of relevant legislation 
and procedures, supporting individuals, families and groups within the community. You may 
work in homes or schools, hospitals or on the premises of other public sector and voluntary 
organisations.

Social workers tend to specialise in supporting either children and families, or vulnerable adults.



Community development worker
As a community development worker, you'll work with individuals, families or whole 
communities, empowering them to:

identify their assets, needs, opportunities, rights and responsibilities

plan what they want to achieve and take appropriate action

develop activities and services to generate aspiration and confidence.

You'll do this by acting as a link between communities and a range of other local authority and 
voluntary sector providers, such as the police, social workers and teachers.

Your role will frequently involve addressing inequality and the projects you work on will often be 
in communities perceived to be culturally, economically or geographically disadvantaged.



Secondary school teacher
As a secondary school teacher you can teach a subject you love and engage pupils in learning 
and preparing for their future

As a secondary school teacher you'll teach pupils aged 11 to 18. Specialising in a particular 
subject, you'll plan, teach and assess lessons in line with curriculum objectives.

You'll aim to ensure a healthy culture of learning and will support, observe and record pupils' 
progress.

Teachers must keep up to date with developments in their subject area, new resources, methods 
and national objectives. The role involves liaising and networking with other professionals, 
parents and carers, both informally and formally.



Charity officer
A charity officer works for a charitable or non-profit organisation and may also be known as a 
charity administrator, community liaison officer or project development officer.

In larger organisations, charity officers may focus on a specific area, such as project 
management, business development, finance, marketing, public relations, fundraising or 
volunteer management. In smaller charities, you'll often undertake multiple tasks while working 
to a broader remit.



Newspaper journalist
Newspaper journalists research and write stories for national, regional and local press. They 
report on news and politics, as well as on sports, arts and culture, science and business. They 
also cover national and local events, entertainment and human interest stories.

There are a number of roles within newspaper journalism. Junior reporters usually write up 
stories allocated to them by the news desk, which they then pass to the news editor before 
they're handed to sub-editors. Correspondents are specialists in one field or location, while 
feature writers, who cover topics in greater depth, often use a more personal style.

On smaller newspapers journalists have to multitask. They may work on layout, photography 
and sub-editing, as well as write stories.

Newspaper journalism is becoming increasingly multi-platform, making IT, web and broadcast 
skills highly valuable.



Police officer
As a police officer you'll work in partnership with the communities you serve to maintain law and 
order, protect members of the public and their property, prevent crime, reduce the fear of crime and 
improve the quality of life for all citizens. You'll use a range of technology to protect individuals, 
identify the perpetrators of crime and ensure successful prosecutions against those who break the 
law.

The key priorities for the 45 police forces in the UK include:

maintaining public order through combating organised crime

countering the threat of terrorism

acting against antisocial behaviour.

Police officers work closely with members of the criminal justice system, social workers, schools, local 
businesses, health trusts, housing authorities, town planners and community groups to provide 
advice, education and assistance to those who want to reduce crime or have been affected by crime.


