
Where can Drama take me?
Possible careers that are opened to you if you take GCSE drama



Teaching (Primary or Secondary)
(Salary- £24 – 45 k per year depending on experience)

 Teaching at Primary level involves teaching children 

aged 4 – 11 years old.  

 Lots of creativity and active learning can bring the 

curriculum to life for younger students. This is essential to 

make their early learning and development fun and 

engaging

 Also running extra-circular drama clubs and taking charge 

of the school nativity or introducing a whole school 

musical for Primary children would mean creating lifelong 

memories and inspiration for young people.

 Teaching Drama at Secondary level involves teaching 

young people from the ages 11 – 18 if the school has a 

sixth form.

 This includes structuring a KS3 curriculum for year 7-9 

students and teaching GCSE and A Level for Years 10 – 13.

 Making sure students achieve their full potential in exams 

and ensuring they have aspirations for the future is a big 

part of the job

 Of course, extra curricular activities are also essential
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BA Honours Degree in Drama 
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PGCE / Scitt / Teach first 

(final teaching qualification 

and work experience)



Dramatherapist
(Salary- £34 – 45 k+ per year depending on experience)

 You can work with clients of all ages with a range of 

difficulties, including psychological and/or mental 

health issues, physical or learning disabilities or 

behavioural difficulties, addiction, and neurological 

or physical illnesses.

 You could work on a one-to-one basis with clients or 

in small groups depending on the client and their 

issues

 You'll use a range of interventions, including stories, 

puppetry, masks, role play, drama and movement, to 

allow patients / clients to explore their experiences 

and express themselves in a way that might be 

easier than directly talking about it.

 You can work for the NHS or on a private basis
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& psychology would be 
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Master degree from an institutions 

approved by the Health & Care 

Professions Council (HCPC)

https://www.hcpc-uk.org/education/approved-programmes/


Broadcaster / journalism  
(Salary- £20 – 40 k+ per year depending on experience)

 As a broadcast journalist, your role is rooted in 

communication, finding stories and bringing them to 

the public quickly in a coherent and engaging way

 Broadcast journalists research, investigate and 

present news and current affairs content for 

television, radio and the internet. 

 Their aim is to present information in a balanced, 

accurate and interesting way through news bulletins, 

documentaries and other factual programmes

 Broadcast journalists can occupy a number of roles 

within the media, including:

 editor

 reporter

 presenter or news anchor

 producer

 correspondent.
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postgraduate courses in 

journalism.

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses-results?keyword=journalism&featuredCourses=2607,112019&size=20&page=0#results


Arts Administrator 
(Salary- £15 – 30 k+ per year depending on experience)

 Arts administrators play an important part in the 
development of new projects, making arrangements for 
tours and events and taking on marketing and planning 
responsibilities

 As an arts administrator, you'll manage activities and 
projects provided by a range of organisations in the arts 
sector. It's your job to facilitate the work of artists and 
arts programmes. These include:

 arts festivals and centres

 community and disability arts organisations

 dance companies

 local authorities and arts councils

 theatres, galleries and museums

 The type of work you’ll do will depend on the size of 
the organisation you work for and the type of service it 
provides. This may include some or all of the following:

 education

 front of house administration

 programming

 sponsorship.
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A pre-entry postgraduate qualification, 
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management, is not essential but might be 

useful.



Cinematography
(Salary- £15 – 50 k+ per year depending on experience)

 Cinematographers (a.k.a. directors of photography) 

work alongside directors to give films, TV shows, 

music videos and television commercials their own 

unique aesthetic style. 

 Responsible for managing camera crews and lighting 

crews, they oversee the selection and manipulation 

of technical equipment to create striking images on 

screen.

 Cinematographers get involved throughout the entire 

production lifecycle. Before filming starts, they 

dissect the screenplay, conduct extra research into 

different styles and motifs which relate to the 

subject matter of the script, and liaise with the 

director to discuss their creative ideas.
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100% necessary but is very 
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Correct equipment and 

experience is vital to make your 

way into this profession



Advertising copywriter 
(Salary- £20 – 50 k+ per year depending on experience)

 As an advertising copywriter, you'll work alongside an 
art director within the creative department of an 
advertising, media or full-service agency. You'll work 
from client briefs to conceive, develop and produce 
effective advertising campaigns.

 You'll focus on providing the written words (the copy) 
for an advertising campaign, while the art director will 
deal mainly with the visual images. Copy can include:

 creating headlines, slogans, catchphrases, straplines 
and body copy for print advertising and leaflets

 writing for web advertising, social media and mobile 
applications

 creating scripts for radio jingles and TV commercials.

 You'll also work with media planners/media buyers and 
the production department to fully develop an 
advertising campaign.

5 GCSE’s including 
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at Level 4 or above
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A degree or diploma

Postgraduate study isn't essential, 

but it may be worth taking a 

vocational course in advertising

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/media-planner
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/media-buyer


Film critic
(Salary- £15 – 30 k+ per year depending on experience)

 Critics analyse films or theatre productions and 

produce reviews and articles for newspapers, 

magazines, radio, TV, social media channels and 

websites.

 You’re likely to be self-employed or work freelance 

as a film critic, especially when starting out, and be 

paid per review. 

 Some critics write about other media, for example 

TV, plays and books, to supplement their income.
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but it may be worth taking a 

creative writing course



Film director
(Salary- £15 – 30 k+ per year depending on experience)

 While many film directors have a film or media 
degree, the key to a successful career is experience, 
producing quality work and building a positive 
industry reputation.

 Directors are integral to the success of any film 
project. As a director you'll contribute to all the 
creative elements of a production and will be 
responsible for shaping them into a cohesive film.

 In order to do this you'll need a strong creative vision 
and the ability to communicate your ideas to a 
variety of people throughout the production process. 
This will include your production team, crew, actors 
and those responsible for financing the film.

 Employment is usually offered on a freelance/self-
employed basis and the fees you command as a 
freelance director will vary considerably, depending 
on the size and scale of the project and the level of 
experience of the director.
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Experience! Working on numerous 

projects to gain a good reputation



Other Jobs Linked to Drama:

 Actor / actress

 Make-up designer

 Costume designer

 Set designer

 Sound technician

 Lighting technician

 Journalist

 Playwriter / Author 

 Choreographer 

 Theatre manager

 Stage hand

 Stage manager

 Producer

 Youth and community worker

 Social worker

 Barrister

Please visit

Prospects.co.uk for

more job profiles for

detailed descriptions

of requirements and

information about

other careers


