
 

Cecil Jones Academy, Eastern Avenue, Southend on Sea. Essex SS2 4BU  

Week ending: 

 15th October 2021 

Welcome to the latest edition of our weekly newsletter.  

COVID Home Testing 

Firstly, thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support with ensuring that your child/children undertake their twice 

weekly (Sunday evening/Monday morning and Wednesday afternoon/Thursday morning ) COVID home test, report the result to the 

www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result and then upload all the information to  their Google Classroom year group page. If your child      

requires any additional testing kits, then these are available to collect from the school office.  Around 1 in 3 people with COVID-19 have 

no symptoms and can spread it without knowing. Taking regular rapid tests will help give you peace of mind that your child is not 

spreading the virus without knowing.  The Department for Education has also asked schools to encourage all students to continue to 

test over the half-term break, so thank you in advance for ensuring your undertakes a test on Sunday 24th October, Wednesday 27th 

and Sunday 31st October and uploads their results in the usual way. 

What should I do if my child has COVID-19 symptoms?  

If your child has any of the main COVID-19 symptoms (a high temperature, a new continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of 

smell or taste), they should not attend school or college and should stay at home. You should arrange for them to get a PCR test and 

inform the attendance office about tour child’s test result. Your child should not attend school or college while you are waiting for test 

results, even if they are feeling better. If the test is negative, they should attend school as normal. If they test positive, they should con-

tinue to isolate and follow public health advice. The link to book a test can be found here. 

Cycling success 

Last Thursday, Southend on Sea hosted one of the legs of the ‘Women’s Tour of Britain’.  Cecil Jones Academy was one of two schools 

across the whole borough who had students participating in a series of mini-competitions that were being held along  Western        

Esplanade. On behalf of the school,  I would like to thank Mr. Compton, Head of PE, for arranging the students and overseeing the 

training sessions, and to Southend Wheelers for organising the whole event, arranging for bikes and equipment for our students to use 

prior and during the competition.   

Well done to: 

Jasmin Axcell, Mia Cundy, Sophie Dresner, Lily Sue Franklin, Lily Jo Nightingale Swain, Natalia Mikonowicz and Megan Burton 

Finally, well done to Lily Jo for her first-place podium finish in the 250m sprint and to all the girls for their combined efforts in the 

group event. The students were a credit to the school and their families.  

Election fever hits Cecil Jones Academy 

This week, we have seen students and staff going to the polls to vote for the prestigious positions of Head Girl and Head Boy.  On 

Thursday, the Sixth Form study room was reorganised as a polling station with Post 16 students taking on the role of election officals. 

The results will be published in next week’s newsletter.  

                  

              KEEPING UP WITH 

THE JONESES   

http://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test




What has happening in the Sixth Form this week? 

In preparation for the Head boy and Head girl elections, Year 12 candidates took to the stage during assemblies 

over the past two weeks to give the rest of the school a presentation on their manifestos. The candidates then 

began canvassing during break and lunch time, bringing election fever to Cecil Jones once more!  

Our Year 12 politics students had the following to say:  

Based on our observations of the election at Cecil Jones on 14/10/21 we have concluded that the elections were free and fair. 

We observed the following: 

High voter turnout 

A voting area mostly free of intimidation, campaigning and party paraphernalia 

There were election officials, including independent observers present 

There was a good availability of ballots, pencils and sealed ballot boxes 

The poll was operated in an orderly fashion 

No voter ID was asked for on this occasion 

Voting was clearly secret 

Based on this information we were impressed with the fashion in which the voting was run.  

Sincerely, 

Year 12 Politics students 

 

Aspirations:  

Enrichment this week focused on Apprenticeships.  Students were able to discuss the varying routes into gaining a degree, oth-

er than the traditional route. Having a debate and group discussion offered Sixth Form students time to look at the pros and 

cons of apprenticeships.  

 

The UCAS website offers a complete guide to Higher Education and a complete section on Apprenticeships.  We encourage 

students to use this information as a tool when making the difficult decisions about their next step. 

 

https://www.ucas.com/ 

Invite - Virtual UK University & Apprenticeship Search Fair - Meet the National Apprenticeship Service 

Following popular demand, the UK University Search Fair is presenting a virtual event to help students explore their options 

after school or college on Wednesday 20 October (12:00-18:00). 

Students can speak directly with a wide range of exhibitors including the universities of Exeter, Bristol, Newcastle,              

Southampton, Cardiff, Lancaster, Liverpool, UEA, and the National Apprenticeship Service. 10 live webinars will take place 

throughout the day on a number of topics, such as Degree Apprenticeships, Life at University, Student Finance, and a special 

Parent and      Support webinar to help those supporting students as they apply to university. 

To take advantage of this opportunity, follow the link below:             

    

https://ukunisearch.vfairs.com/ 

 

https://www.ucas.com/
https://ukunisearch.vfairs.com/


Breakfast club 

Breakfast club runs every morning 8am until 8.30am in the Schools cafeteria.  
The following is available to all students at no cost; toast, squash, and a selection of cereals. 
 
Update  
Last week we congratulated Macy Johnson, Year 12, who  on her way to school Thursday handed a mobile phone into          

reception that was later collected by the owner. We now know the phone was found and given to Macy by Lily-Mae Barnes 

and Rhiannon Millard. They, unsure of what to do with it approached a Sixth Former to assist them.  

Well done again to all involved.  



Students have been busy in the kitchens again this week, making flat breads. If they taste as good as they smelled, those 

lucky enough to have made it, without the students eating them on the way home, are in for a treat.  

Year 11 students practised their knife skills by portioning a whole chicken to create wings, a thigh, a drumstick, a leg and breast 
fillets. A vegetarian student worked with a pumpkin, she had to de-seed it, peel it and cut it into equal cubes.  



Year 10 food students made Banana and Mandarin Chickpea Curry with flatbread using Greek yogurt as the active ingredient 
to accompany it.  



Year 8 English Homework tasks around the text  'Great Expectations' by Charles Dickens.  



The Year 12 English students have also been working hard on creating a piece of writing against the A-Level assessment 

objectives and received constructive feedback from their teacher.  

Sheena-May Shepherdson went above and beyond in her geography work  - Well Done!  

What has been going on in A Level lessons this week?  

Chemistry students in yr12 have been practising exam style questions for a homework task, which was marked by the      

teacher and then the students responded to the feedback using green pen to indicate reflection and correction.  



 

 

Student Travel 2021-22 

Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect solution! 

Arriva Student Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education. You will get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, 

across all of our routes in your chosen area. 

The Saver tickets will not only cover your travel to and from University, School or College, but can also be used to travel in the 

evenings, at weekends and throughout the holidays too. 

Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket over affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to 

pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole Academic year, 

without paying upfront. 

*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes  

It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit:  

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets 

 

Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your mobile phone. This ticket will rollo-

ver every month for as long as the direct debit remains active. 

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk 

Don’t forget to visit the Academy website for even more information  

https://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/ 

Careers and IAG information 

https://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/secondary/careers/ 

SEND 

https://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/send/ 

Clubs on offer this term  

https://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Copy-of-Sep-2021-2021-clubs-TT-scaled.jpg 

Achievement slides and weekly bulletins can be found on the Year group pages to see if your son/daughter is student of the 

week or has won an achievement badge.  

http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/studentdd
mailto:talktous@arriva.co.uk

