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Welcome to the latest edition of our weekly newsletter.   

Firstly, in light of the warm weather that we are currently experiencing, please can you ensure that your child comes to school 

with a refillable plastic drinks container. Please note glass bottles are not allowed in school due to health and safety reasons. 

Fresh water is available in the school canteen at break and lunchtime. Outside these times, i.e. before or after school, then 

students have access to fresh drinking water from any of the drinking fountains under the bridge area in the main quad.  

Secondly, thank you to all parents/carers who attended our Year 8 Parents’ Evening and left positive feedback on the parent/

carer survey. A number of parents once again mentioned that they would like more information to support their child’s pro-

gress. Following our assessments, inside your child’s/children’s planner (on pages 54 to 57 for Years 7 to 11 and  pages 10 to 

12 for Post 16) you will be able to see a series of targets that have been set by your child’s/children’s classroom teachers sup-

porting them with moving forward to the next level/grade. 

Next, can I please remind all parents that if your child in placed into the school’s internal inclusion room then they will leave at 

4pm. 

Finally, Monday 9th May saw the start of this year’s public examinations. All Year 11 and Year 13 students have now received a 

copy of their personal examination timetables, so please ensure your child is aware of when and where these are taking place, 

because these dates/times cannot be changed as they are set by the examination boards. If you would like more information 

of when these examinations are, along with if they are taking place in the morning or afternoon slots, then please visit the  

Cecil Jones Academy website. A link can also be found here.  Please can you also ensure that your child is aware of the JCQ 

requirements for public examinations to avoid any confusion or misunderstanding. This also covers what students must not 

have with them inside the examination room, because a number items are banned. Again, these rules/regulations are set by 

the examination boards and must be adhered to at all times. 

Mr. Micek, Executive Headteacher 

 

 

                  

              KEEPING UP WITH 

THE JONESES   

https://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/1134/examinations-1


Our Year 10 artists have been getting creative and channelling their inner da Vinci with their stick and ink drawings. As part of 
their anatomy unit, students used broken sticks to apply line and tone to their skull drawings. Not only are they skilfully apply-
ing their new-found tools, but just look at that proportion and level of detail! Hauntingly beautiful, I think you’d agree. 
 
Ms Powell 



Cecil Jones Science Week 2022 

To coincide with British Science Week, the science department taught some special lessons and ran some competitions for  

students in years 7, 8 and 9, exploring the theme of ‘Growth.’ 

The first challenge for our students was to grow the tallest sunflower from a seed. They had one month to see how tall their 

plant could grow and upload a picture of it next to ruler. Here are the winning sunflowers from year 7, year 8 and year 9: 

 

The overall winner was a year 7, whose sunflower reached an astonishing 40 cm. She won a grow-your-own crystal set and a 

mini-microscope. 



The students found it a real challenge but had a lot of fun and demonstrated some fantastic teamwork. On the winning team 

were Thomas, Veronika and Joseph in year 7 with a 78 cm tower! The final challenge was to showcase our scientists’ creative 

skills by producing a poster on the topic of ‘Growth.’ We had some brilliant entries which really displayed our students’ artistry 

and imagination. Here are the winning posters from years 8 and 9, and the winner from year 7 with her mini-microscope prize. 

 

The second competition was to make the tallest tower using 5 marshmallows and 15 sticks of spaghetti. 





Drama Trip—Write up by Arta Qarri 

Our Year 9 and 10 Drama students were able to see live a play they study at GCSE, giving them invaluable insight as well as an 
enjoyable enriching day out.  

I went on a trip to the Cliffs Pavilion, to watch a play (The Play that Went Wrong). It was a great experience and definitely 
made me and other people laugh. It was very enjoyable! It was also a great way for Drama students to see a play in live        
theatre, to get the real understanding.  

Thank you to the English department for organising such a memorable event. 

Duke of Edinburgh 

This month, our DofE students are starting to train for their expedition in July. The will have a series of lessons on topics such 

as campcraft, navigation first aid and cooking to help them prepare for a two-day, one-night trip, where they will have to be 

self-sufficient for the duration of the expedition. 

In order to complete their bronze award, they also have to complete 3 or 6 months of a skill activity, a physical activity and 

volunteering. Students have been completing activities such as football, dance, drawing, badminton, watercolour painting 

and playing the piano in order to complete these sections. 

The award allows them to develop important skills such as teamwork, resilience, planning, problem solving and self-

confidence. These are all skills that will help them in later life and that employers hold in high regard. 

Essex  County Fire and Rescue workshop: 
 
All Year 7 students had the opportunity to take part in a 'Heat of the Moment' workshop run by Essex County Fire & Rescue 
Service, whereby they learnt the importance of fire alarms, hoax calls, peer pressure and fire hazards. It was fantastic to see 
so many of our students engaged, asking questions and playing an active role in the sessions.  
 
Essex County Fire & Rescue Service congratulated Year 7s and said their time at Cecil was "One of the most pleasant experi-
ences" they have had. 
 
Year 8 and 9 - Get ready to take part in June! 



Year 7 English: 

Year 7 were asked to  create a storyboard of a Shakespeare play.  Here are some of their amazing efforts. 

Empower Her Project: 
The Empower Her project involving sixteen Year 8 and 9 girls has begun with the students creating their campaigns, posters, 
motivation boxes and clay models. The projects each group have created will be displayed around the school to help increase 
awareness of mental health, raise the profile of female empowerment and promote a positive self-image.  
Southend United Educated have commented on the dedication and hard work of all students involved. As the 12-week pro-
gram draws to an end, the students have reflected on their time and said: 
 
"The program has helped me make new friends in my year group." 
 
"It has made me feel more confident in myself." 
 
"I have learnt some empowering things that will me develop in the future." 
 
 
 



What is happening this week in the Sixth Form! 

 

Exam season is on the horizon. 

 

Year 13 continue to use their study time wisely; planning their revision timetables in conjunction with exam timetables.  

We know that revising can be tough, especially as the Covid pandemic has meant that many students have not sat exams for a 

while. It’s important to realise that you are not alone and vital to look after yourself. 

For revision guidance & strategies, take a look at the revision guides sent from the University of Essex. 

Equally, please ask the sixth form team for support & direction when planning a revision timetable or drop in for a chat to    

express any concerns or worries as the exam season draws closer.  

 www.essex.ac.uk/undergraduate/revision 

Applying to University  

Katie, from the University of Essex, facilitated an informative enrichment session on Monday, giving Year 12 students a detailed 

insight into how to go about applying and choosing a university course, as well as help with their choices when researching 

further education.  

This will be the first of many enrichment sessions for Year 12 students who are aspiring to go to university. We have our next 

session on Monday 16th of May, when students will start their UCAS application and will be shown how to navigate the UCAS 

web pages and make the most of support and information offered. 

 Career Ready – Citi visit  

As part of the Career Ready programme; Year 12 students were giv-

en the opportunity to attend a workplace visit to Citi. This leading 

global bank, serves more than 200 million customer accounts and 

does business in more 160 countries and jurisdictions. 

Students were given a tour of the spectacular building and offices as 

well an informative talk on the background of Citi, the business and 

career opportunities, followed by a delicious networking lunch. 

The day was a great 

success; which gave 

students an insight 

into the world of 

work. 

Thank you to Career 

Ready for this great 

aspirational oppor-

tunity. 



 

 

Southend Youth Health Champion Programme: 

This week, a group of Year 10 students attended the Southend Youth Health Champion Programme 

2022. This 2 day training course has given our students the tools to design and deliver health cam-

paigns in school to help our students improve their health and wellbeing, as well as the opportunity 

to achieve a bespoke qualification accredited by Ofqual. 

Our students also met Mr Krishna Ramkhelawon, Director of Public Health for Southend on Sea Borough 

Council and posed questions to him. 



Student reading recommendation: 

Everything’s Amazing (Sort of) 

By Tom Gates 

I like Tom Gates’ books because they have lots of il-

lustrations and it makes them more fun and easier to 

read. 

Harrison Butler—7L 

Book Reviews 

Do you have a favourite book? 

Write a review of your favourite book 

or any book you have enjoyed and 

have it published here. 

Hand your review to Miss Harding. 

Like Tom Gates books? Here are some  

others that he has written. 

Book of the Week 

A group of undocumented children with letters 

for names, are stuck living in a refugee camp, 

with stories to tell but no papers to prove them. 

As they try to forge a new family amongst 

themselves, they also long to keep memories 

of their old identities alive. Will they be heard 

and believed? And what will happen to them if 

they aren't? 



Accelerated Reader Champions 

Accelerated  

Reader Year  

Group Totals so far... 

Year 7 have read -  

33,029,472 words 

Year 8 have read -  

18,522 826 words 

 

Top Tutor Groups 

this week 

7J 

With an increase of 

330,818 words 

8I 

With an increase of  

457,094 words  

(Second week in a 

row) 



Please remember to look at this month’s careers bulletin. To find out more information, or to be able to access the 

hyperlinks from these slides, please visit our careers page here. You will also be able to access the archived bulletins, 

because these also contain a wide selection of links. 

https://www.ceciljonesacademy.net/secondary/careers/



